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	Expert’s Corner: An Important Victory on Domestic Violence Legal Reform in Bulgaria 

	Global Coalition Supports a New U.N. Gender Entity
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 Afghanistan
	Amnesty International: Nepalese Government Failing to Protect Women Despite Promises

	
	European Parliament Endorses UNIFEM Fight to End Global Violence Against Women
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 Armenia
	U.K.-Based Eaves Group Releases Report on Mail-Order Bride Industry

	
	In Africa: Efforts for Stronger Protection Against Gender-Based Violence
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 Bangladesh
	2008 Status of Egyptian Women Report Released

	
	New Resources Available for “UNiTE to End Violence against Women” Campaign
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 Bolivia
	Gaza: UNIFEM Finds Increased Domestic Violence and Marital Rape

	
	Violence Against Women a Concern of the 53rd Session of the Commission on the Status of Women
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 Bulgaria
	Human Rights Watch Report: Thousands of Rape Kits Untested in Los Angeles, USA

	
	Council of Europe Ad Hoc Committee on Preventing and Combating VAW Launches Website
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	UN CEDAW Committee and HRC Consider Rights of Older Women
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National VAW Monitors who contributed to this month’s newsletter include: Armenia and Slovakia. 

	STOPVAW Website News

	Expert’s Corner
An Important Victory on Domestic Violence Legal Reform in Bulgaria (More information)
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	International and Regional News

	Global Coalition Supports a New U.N. Gender Entity
A proposal for a strong new women's entity at the United Nations was supported by an international coalition of more than 300 women's organizations and human rights groups from more than 50 countries. (More information)

	European Parliament Endorses UNIFEM Fight to End Global Violence Against Women
The European Parliament in Strasbourg, France, has endorsed the UNIFEM campaign “Say NO to Violence against Women” and has called on the European Commission to designate a “European Year on Zero Tolerance of Violence against Women” to highlight the issue within the next five years. (More information)

	In Africa: Efforts for Stronger Protection Against Gender-Based Violence
The Agency for Cooperation and Research in Development has launched a Regional Gender Programme in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda to collectively address gender violence in conflict and post-conflict situations. (More information)

	New Resources Available for “UNiTE to End Violence against Women” Campaign
New resources are now available for the campaign UNiTE to End Violence against Women (2008-2015), which was launched on 25th February 2008 by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The campaign’s Framework for Action is now available in booklet form and electronic version, and a poster is also available. (More information)

	Violence Against Women a Concern of the 53rd Session of the Commission on the Status of Women
In its fifty-third session, held at the United Nations in New York, NY, from 2-13 March 2009, the Commission on the Status of Women addressed violence against women in numerous meetings and events. (More information)

	Council of Europe Ad Hoc Committee on Preventing and Combating VAW Launches Website
The Council of Europe's Ad Hoc Committee on Preventing and Combating Violence Against Women and Domestic Violence recently launched its website, which will provide information regarding progress made towards the development of a European Convention on Violence Against Women. (More information)

	UN CEDAW Committee and HRC Consider Rights of Older Women
In a 27 February 2009 joint written statement with several other NGOs, HelpAge International called upon the Human Rights Council to support the CEDAW Committee’s General Recommendation on Older Women efforts. (More information)
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	National News
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 Afghanistan
· President Karzai: Afghanistan to Amend Controversial Personal Status Law (More information)
· Afghan Women Protest Against New Law as Violation of Women's Rights (More information)

· Taliban Kill Politician Who Worked for Women’s Rights (More information)

· New Law in Afghanistan Draws International Criticism and Presidential Review for Potential Negative Impact on the Rights of Women (More information)
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 Armenia
· Family Violence in Armenian Villages to be Discussed in Yerevan (More information)
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 Bangladesh
· In Bangladesh: Utilizing ICT to End Violence against Women (More information)
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 Bolivia
· New Bolivian Constitution Includes Women’s Human Rights (More information)
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 Bulgaria
· Important Victory on Domestic Violence Legal Reform in Bulgaria (More information)
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 Burkina Faso
· New United Nations Program in Burkina Faso to Combat Child Marriage (More information)
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 China
· Sex Selection in China Creating Severe Gender Imbalance (More information)
· Criminal Sexual Harassment Case Won in China (More information)
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 Congo
· Band of Congo Radio Reporters Aid Rape Victims (More information)

	[image: image25.png]


 Finland
· Finland Reports to CEDAW Committee (More information)
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 Iceland
· Iceland Bans Stripping and Prostitution (More information)

	

 Saudi Arabia
· Proposed Regulation of Child Brides in Saudi Arabia (More information)
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 Sierra Leone
· Chiefs in Sierra Leone District Ban FGM for Girls under 18 (More information)
· Special Court for Sierra Leone Recognizes Forced Marriage as a Crime Against Humanity (More information)
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 Slovakia
· Slovakia Will Not Compensate Romani Women for Forced Sterilizations (More information)
· Slovak NGOs Critical of the Final Draft of New VAW National Action Plan (More information)
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 Turkey
· Rise in "Honor Suicides" in Turkey (More information)
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 United States
· USA: Ohio Has Failing Grade in Protecting Girls from Dating Violence (More information)
· U.S. Department of Defense Partners with Men Can Stop Rape on Campaign to Prevent Sexual Assault (More information)

· President Obama Creates Ambassador-at-Large for International Women’s Issues (More information)

· Minnesota, United States, Court Rules That Prior Relationship May Be Subject to Orders for Protection (More information)
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	New Research and Reports

	Amnesty International: Nepalese Government Failing to Protect Women Despite Promises
The Maoist government of Nepal came to power in 2008 after the special assembly voted to create a new constitution and a new form of government, thereby dismantling the more than two hundred year old Hindu monarchy. Leaders said they would improve the situation of women’s human rights in the country by eliminating discrimination based on gender, but activists still face significant risks for their work, according to Amnesty International. (More information)

	U.K.-Based Eaves Group Releases Report on Mail-Order Bride Industry
In March 2009, Eaves, a London-based charity that conducts research on human trafficking and prostitution, released the report Male Ordered: The Mail-Order Bride Industry and Trafficking in Women for Sexual and Labour Exploitation. (More information)

	2008 Status of Egyptian Women Report Released
The Egyptian Center for Women's Rights recently released its 2008 report on the status of Egyptian women. The report evaluated the current situation for women in Egypt, identifying the particular areas where action is most urgently needed in order to advance women's rights within the country. (More information)

	Gaza: UNIFEM Finds Increased Domestic Violence and Marital Rape
In a report released 24 March 2009, the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs’ Integrated Regional Information Networks said the UN Development Fund for Women in Gaza observed escalated domestic violence and marital rape during and after the 23-day war that ended on 18 January 2009. (More information)

	Human Rights Watch Report: Thousands of Rape Kits Untested in Los Angeles, USA
A March 2009 report from Human Rights Watch revealed that 12,669 rape kits containing DNA and other evidence of rapes remain untested in the city and county of Los Angeles, California. (More information)
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	Subscribe to The VAW Monitor

	The VAW Monitor is a free, monthly newsletter sent out on the first of each month. Printable versions of The VAW Monitor are also available on the website at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html. 

To subscribe to The VAW Monitor, please fill out the form provided at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html.
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	About STOPVAW

	The Stop Violence Against Women website (STOPVAW) is a forum for information, advocacy and change.  The Advocates for Human Rights developed this website as a tool for the promotion of women's human rights in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the former Soviet Union (FSU), Mongolia, and the U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program. This site addresses violence against women as one of the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides women's rights advocates with information and advocacy tools focused on ending the most endemic forms of violence against women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment and trafficking in persons.

Current staff members of The Advocates for Human Rights involved with the development of STOPVAW include, Mary Ellingen, Mary Ellison, Mary Hunt, Beatriz Menanteau, Rosalyn Park, Robin Phillips, and Cheryl Thomas. Current interns and volunteers include Mai Hamdy, Martha Ruddy, Casey Schultz, Kori Tudor, Katrina Viegas, Zoe Whaley and Sara Wilkinson.  The Advocates would like to thank Casey Schultz, Kori Tudor, Katrina Viegas, Zoe Whaley and Sara Wilkinson for their assistance and wish them well in their future endeavors.

For more information about STOPVAW, please contact the Website Administrator at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org. 
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