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Uzbek Human Rights Activist Elena Urlaeva 

Reportedly Arrested and Abused

OPEN LETTER

Mr. Rashidjon Hamidovich Kodirov
General Prosecutor of the Republic Uzbekistan
 
Via facsimile +998 71 133 39 17 

Vienna, 29 August 2005

Dear Mr. Kodirov, 

 

 

I am writing on behalf of the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF), which represents 44 Helsinki Committees and other human rights groups in the OSCE region.  Our organization is deeply concerned by reports about the arrest, detention, and interrogation of Elena Urlaeva.

 

Ms. Urlaeva was arrested on 28 August 2005, in Tashkent and is reportedly being held at the Sergeliy regional department of Minister of Interior of Tashkent.

 

According to information received by the IHF, she is charged with the distribution of political materials, although human rights researchers claim these were planted on her by police operatives.  Such charges would in any event be incompatible with Uzbekistan’s commitments as a member of the OSCE.

 

We also understand she is being ill-treated in detention--deprived of food and water, and access to a lawyer.  

 

We are concerned by these apparent violations of international law and OSCE standards, and we are concerned about the physical health of Mr. Urlaeva in light of reported abuses.

 

We ask you to do everything in your power to investigate this incident and, if it is indeed politically motivated, to ensure that Ms. Urlaeva is released from detention immediately.

 

I wish to remind you that Elena Urlaeva, who is an internationally respected human rights activist, has been subject to severe and unlawful persecution in the past, including having been falsely imprisoned in a psychiatric facility.

 

We will appreciate your immediate attention to this case, and to be informed about developments.

 

Yours sincerely,

 

 

Aaron Rhodes

 

 cc

 

OSCE delegations

ODIHR

United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

National Helsinki Committees

Amnesty International
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