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	UN Special Rapporteur: Domestic Servitude Can Be Contemporary Slavery
	[image: image3.png]


 Azerbaijan
	New Report on Sex Trafficking in Palestinian Territories

	
	UN Commits $10.5 Million to Combat Violence Against Women
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	Report: Women Survivors of Torture Find Difficulty in Seeking Redress
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National VAW Monitors who contributed to this month’s newsletter include: Azerbaijan, Montenegro, and Slovakia . 

	STOPVAW Website News

	New Look for StopVAW Website
As of 16 November 2009, the StopVAW website has a new look. (More information)
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	International and Regional News

	Inter-American Court of Justice Rebukes Government of Mexico for Inaction in Femicide Cases
In a 156-page decision (Spanish only) released this week, the Inter-American Court of Justice found that the Mexican government did not uphold the human rights of its citizens by failing to investigate the deaths of three women in Ciudad Juarez, which has been the site of massive, and unsolved, femicide since 1993. (More information)

	UN Special Rapporteur: Domestic Servitude Can Be Contemporary Slavery
The UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, Gulnara Shahinian, released a statement arguing that many domestic workers around the world “are effectively being treated as slaves” on 2 December 2009, the International Day for the Abolition of Slavery. (More information)

	UN Commits $10.5 Million to Combat Violence Against Women
The United Nations commemorated its International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women on 25 November 2009 by pledging $10.5 million in grants for efforts to fight violence against women around the world. (More information)

	UN Peacekeeping Troops Involved in Sexual Abuse and Exploitation
In 2009, dozens of United Nations peacekeeping troops have been implicated in charges of sexual abuse and exploitation, a UN spokesperson said on 5 November 2009. (More information)
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	National News
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 Afghanistan
· Afghanistan: New Report on Denial of Women's Human Rights (More information)
· Afghanistan: Report Recommends Community-Based Programs to Reduce Education-Related Violence (More information)
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 Azerbaijan
· Clean World Social Union Aid to Women Implements Actions for "16 Days" Campaign (More information)
· Report on Measures Implemented Against Human Trafficking (More information)
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 Bulgaria
· Bulgaria Struggling to Adequately Fund Anti-Trafficking Measures (More information)
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 Guatemala
· Guatemala Moves Towards Confronting Sexual Violence (More information)
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 Kazakhstan
· Kazakhstan Takes Step Forward in Promoting and Protecting the Human Rights of Victims of Domestic Violence (More information)
· Kazakhstan: Four Human Traffickers Arrested (More information)
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 Montenegro
· Roundtable: Violence from the Perspective of Women with Disabilities in Montenegro (More information)
· Women's Groups Meet with the Regional Consultant of UNDP (More information)
· Non-formal Roma Women Network Promotes Work to Local and National Institutions (More information)
· Equal Opportunities for Employment of Roma Women (More information)
· A Performance of "Against Violence" (More information)
· Performance on the Occasion of International Human Rights Day (More information)
· Roundtable: “The Women's Movement: Against Poverty, For Peace Policy” and the Performance “Female Montenegro Ragtime for the Step Forward” (More information)
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 Philippines
· Philippines: Women Human Rights Defenders Killed in Massacre (More information)
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 Slovakia
· Committee Against Torture Issues Its Concluding Observations on Slovakia (More information)

· Superwomen Introduced in Bratislava (More information)

· More Criticism of Slovakia in Relation to Forced Sterilizations of Romani Women (More information)

	[image: image26.png]


 South Africa
· South Africa: New Model National Policy on the Elimination of Violence Against Girls in Schools (More information)
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 Sweden
· Sweden: Progress Report on Action Plan Against Trafficking for Sexual Purposes and Prostitution (More information)
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 Tajikistan
· Tajikistan: Amnesty Report Urges Tajik Government to Combat Violence Against Women (More information)
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  Uganda
· Uganda: New Law Bans Female Genital Mutilation (More information)
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  Ukraine
· Ukraine: Interactive Classroom for Police Cadets to Combat Domestic Violence (More information)
· Ukraine: New Program Will Work with Perpetrators of Domestic Violence (More information)
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 United States
· US: Sexual Assault on University Campuses Widespread, Justice Inadequate (More information)
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 Yemen
· Yemen: Amnesty Report Assesses Discrimination Against Women (More information)
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 Zimbabwe
· Zimbabwe: New Report Documents Widespread Rape Related to 2008 Elections (More information)
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	New Research and Reports

	DR Congo: HRW Report Calls for UN Action to End Violence Against Civilians

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has released a 183-page report entitled “’You Will Be Punished’: Attacks on Civilians in Eastern Congo.”  This report, which is based on HRW interviews with victims, witnesses and family members, details violations of international humanitarian law in Eastern Congo by military forces, including the deaths of more than 1,400 citizens in 2009.  (More information)

	New Report on Sex Trafficking in Palestinian Territories
A report entitled "Trafficking and Forced Prostitution of Palestinian Women and Girls: Forms of Modern Day Slavery," was recently released by SAWA, a Palestinian NGO.  The report found that trafficking in Palestinian territories is widespread. (More information)

	Report: Women Survivors of Torture Find Difficulty in Seeking Redress
“Justice Denied,” a new report released by the Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture (MF), found that female survivors of torture are overwhelmingly unable to access support and rehabilitation services; some survivors seeking aid are rejected by their communities and dismissed by authorities. (More information)
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	Subscribe to The VAW Monitor

	The VAW Monitor is a free, monthly newsletter sent out on the first of each month. Printable versions of The VAW Monitor are also available on the website at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html. 

To subscribe to The VAW Monitor, please fill out the form provided at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html.
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	About STOPVAW

	The Stop Violence Against Women website (STOPVAW) is a forum for information, advocacy and change.  The Advocates for Human Rights developed this website as a tool for the promotion of women's human rights in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the former Soviet Union (FSU), Mongolia, and the U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program. This site addresses violence against women as one of the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides women's rights advocates with information and advocacy tools focused on ending the most endemic forms of violence against women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment and trafficking in persons.

Current staff members of The Advocates for Human Rights involved with the development of STOPVAW include, Mary Ellingen, Mary Ellison, Mary Hunt, Beatriz Menanteau, Rosalyn Park, Robin Phillips, and Cheryl Thomas. Current interns and volunteers include Katie Devlaminck, Nicole Kligerman, Calleigh McRaith, and Christina Quick.

For more information about STOPVAW, please contact the Website Administrator at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org. 
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