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From: Court Observation Project Coordinator courtobserver@umn.edu
Subject: Re: Me again...

Date: November 19, 2025 at 8:01!PM
To: Ryan Wood ryan@emeriti.law

This is priceless, thank you. !I’m sharing this with the two colleagues who are strategizing about access 
issues with me. !Might circle back at some point if there is reason to want to quote anything you have 
written.

Interestingly, I had an observer contact PAO about guards denying access and they replied with their 
standard template about open hearings, unchanged from what they sent several months ago.

Amy

Amy Lange (she / her)
Immigration Court Observation!Project Manager
The Advocates for Human!Rights
courtobserver@umn.edu
alange@advrights.org
C: 612-281-4308

On Nov 19, 2025, at 7:27 PM, Ryan Wood <ryan@emeriti.law> wrote:

This Fact Sheet"on observing court hearings appears to still be in effect. Any 
significant changes in policy would still need to conform to the current "regulations"
which presume hearings “shall be open to the public”, with certain exceptions. "The 
EOIR Practice Manual"also currently details the standards when a party can ask to 
close a hearing and what the judge is authorized to do (this too encourages media 
to coordinate visits with an email to PAO.EOIR@usdoj.gov)."

I have recently learned that court staff have been instructed to redact all information 
where an asylum application is pending. 

Historically, only cases with a pending Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) claim 
(rare) or where the government has filed for a protective order (exceedingly rare) 
have been redacted on public dockets. On its face, this may appear respondent-
friendly, protecting the privacy of individuals who have asserted a fear of returning 
to their home country. However, this broad redaction policy has a real impact on pro 
se respondents. Once dockets are designated protected, respondents can no 
longer obtain updates on the 800 number or website regarding their next hearing 
date. When a hearing notice is lost, it becomes extremely difficult for a respondent 
to access information about their court date. This could cause a notable increase of 
the number of in absentia orders at the court (in addition to many other factors, too).
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the number of in absentia orders at the court (in addition to many other factors, too).

Under the regulations, an immigration judge may close individual hearings if they 
make a specific finding that closure is necessary to protect witnesses, parties, or 
the public interest. However, there have been reported instances where immigration 
judges have closed hearings without such findings, even where respondent's 
counsel consented to observer presence. 

As to this courtroom door sign: 

This courtroom is closed due to confidentiality issues related to the 
respondent's court proceeding. 8 C.F.R. § 208.6(a); 34 U.S.C. § 12291(b)(2) 

The regulatory citation raises significant concerns. Section 208.6(a) is a DHS 
regulation prohibiting disclosure of asylum and related applications without written 
consent. For example, if Cuba sought to review a respondent's asylum application, 
DHS cannot disclose it without the applicant's written consent. However, section 
208.6(c) contains a specific exception "for the adjudication of asylum 
applications"—a broad carve-out that, when read in conjunction with the 
presumption of open hearings under 8 C.F.R. § 1003.27, does not support blanket 
redaction of docket information or closing all court hearings.

Similarly, 8 C.F.R. § 1208.6 is the EOIR disclosure regulation that mirrors section 
208.6. It is notable (if not suspicious) that the posted signs cite the DHS regulation 
rather than EOIR's own applicable regulation.   More specifically, 8 CFR 1240.11(c)
(3)(i) states “Evidentiary hearings on applications for asylum or withholding of 
removal will be open to the public unless the alien expressly requests that the 
hearing be closed pursuant to ¤ 1003.27 of this chapter. The immigration 
judge shall inquire whether the alien requests such closure. "

Section 34 U.S.C. § 12291(b)(2) provides broad protections, but only for a narrowly 
defined category of VAWA cases. This statute explains the historical practice of 
redacting case information in the small number of proceedings where a domestic 
abuser could access the 800 number or website while their ex-partner was 
appearing in court. This is sound policy—the burden of restricting hearing notice 
information is outweighed by legitimate personal safety concerns. 

The systemic application of these redaction policies to all pending asylum cases 
represents, in my view, a clear misapplication of the regulations and a departure 
from EOIR public policy favoring public and media access to court proceedings. 

Court staff have expressed concerns about disruptive observer conduct, which may 
provide context for this policy shift. In a crude, but notable example, one person 
trying to go to observe court hearings had several dildos in his bag and was 
stopped by security.   With all the WNBA nonsense from earlier this year, staff are 
worried about have such objects thrown toward them. Nonetheless, security 
concerns do not justify blanket redaction policies unsupported by applicable 
regulations. 
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As to the 30-minute hearings,!those most likely are pretermission!hearings. !In September, 
the Board of Immigration of Appeals (BIA) issued a decision!allowing for dismissing 
asylum hearings. !This follows a Policy Memo!from April. ! Historically, respondents!have 
had a right to provide testimony on their application and there will be ongoing Circuit Court 
litigation as to how this practice squares with 8 CFR 1240.11(3)(iii) stating that a respondent!
“shall be examined under oath… and may be present evidence and witness…”. That said, 
nothing in the new BIA case requires or allows closed hearings.

Ryan Wood
Principal Founding Partner
"
612-224-2888
<image002.png>""
!Saint Paul | Washington DC | San Francisco

From: Court Observation Project Coordinator <courtobserver@umn.edu>
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 at 7:12!PM
To: Ryan Wood <ryan@emeriti.law>
Subject: Re: Me again...

Yes we’d love your detained analysis because we are in the process of figuring out if we need to litigate 
this lack of access. It is getting ridiculous. They are throwing spaghetti at the wall trying to justify closed 
hearings. !

Amy Lange (she / her)
Immigration Court Observation!Project Manager
The Advocates for Human!Rights
courtobserver@umn.edu
alange@advrights.org
C: 612-281-4308

<PastedGraphic-1.png>

On Nov 19, 2025, at 7:10 PM, Ryan Wood <ryan@emeriti.law> wrote:

First, you had some great quotes in the Strib article yesterday. You too are famous 
now.!

Those regulations do not apply. One is a DHS regulation that has a clear exception 
for adjudicating asylum applications. The other is for VAWA applications (which 
are very small in number).!

I’ve done some detailed analysis of those sections that I can share with you if you 
want more details. !There is a strong presumption that asylum hearings are open 
under the regulations.!
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under the regulations.!

Ryan Wood"
Principal Founding Partner
"
612-224-2888
<Image.png>
!Saint Paul | Washington DC | San Francisco

From:"Court Observation Project Coordinator <courtobserver@umn.edu>
Sent:"Wednesday, November 19, 2025 2:18:34 PM
To:"Ryan Wood <ryan@emeriti.law>
Subject:"Me again...
!
Hi Judge Wood,

I am writing with another question. !As you have seen in my reception weekly reports, we are being 
locked out of an increasing number of hearings. !Judge Miller and Judge Ivany frequently post a sign 
on their door saying:

This courtroom is closed due to confidentiality issues 
related to the respondent’s court proceeding.

8C.F.R. § 208.6(a); 34 U.S.C. 12291 (b) (2)

This is being done for master calendar dockets in addition to individual hearings, and now what seem to 
be 30 minute hearings to adjudicate DHS’s motions to pretermit. Yesterday Judge Ivany posted the 
confidential sign on her door despite having let 30 respondents into the same room for non-detained 
master calendar hearings. !How is that confidential? Only observers are locked out.

This morning I got this message from an immigration attorney in Chicago: "Have you heard/run into the 
alleged new EOIR policy that court observers are no longer permitted in master calendar hearings? 
We've had an IJ in either Detroit or Memphis tell us that. I am wondering if you've heard anything about 
it..”

I am wondering if you still have contact with any practicing IJs who who might verify/share or dispute 
that there is any such policy.
I’m also curious!what you think of this. !Seems like Stephen Miller has found novel interpretations of 
federal regulations in addition to sections of the INA, again upending decades of precedent..

It’s heartbreaking to see how quickly Ivany capitulated to!authoritarianism.

Amy

Amy Lange (she / her)
Immigration Court Observation!Project Manager
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Immigration Court Observation!Project Manager
The Advocates for Human!Rights
courtobserver@umn.edu
alange@advrights.org
C: 612-281-4308
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From : Ryan Wood ryan@emeriti.law
Subject : Re: Another question for the esteemed former ACIJ

Date: March 17, 2026 at 8:11!PM
To: Amy Lange, Immigration Court Observation, Project Manager courtobserver@umn.edu

Hi Amy,

Yes Ñ that is a fundamental misunderstanding (or misstatement) of the law.  The
regulation the government attorney cited contains an explicit carveout for exactly
what was happening in that courtroom.

8 C.F.R. ¤ 1208.6 governs confidentiality of asylum applications.  It prohibits DHS
and EOIR from disclosing the existence of an application, or information contained
in it, to third parties without the applicant's written consent.  The regulation is real.
 But ¤ 1208.6(c) expressly excepts 'the adjudication of the asylum application itself'
from the confidentiality requirement.  A hearing before an immigration judge is, by
definition, the adjudication of the asylum application.  The regulation does not apply.

To put it plainly:  ¤ 1208.6 was designed to protect applicants from having DHS
share their asylum claims with foreign governments or other third parties who could
use that information to harm them.  It was never intended to close immigration
courtrooms.

If the government actually wanted to close a hearing, there is a procedure for that
Ñ and this was not it.  Under 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1003.27, immigration hearings are
presumptively open to the public.  That presumption of openness exists primarily to
protect the respondent Ñ it is the respondent's option to invoke closure, not a tool
available to the government.  If DHS believes confidentiality genuinely requires
closing a hearing, the correct mechanism is 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1003.46, which requires a
motion and a specific factual showing sufficient to obtain a protective order from the
judge.  A bare objection by a DHS attorney at the start of a hearing satisfies none of
that.  It is not a motion.  It is not supported by any factual showing.  It does not meet
the regulatory standard.  The fact that OPLA is not filing ¤ 1003.46 motions Ñ
which would require them to make a specific, reviewable showing on the record Ñ
strongly suggests the ¤ 1208.6 citation is pretextual rather than a good-faith legal
position.

The written-waiver demand compounds the error.  The waiver mechanism in ¤
1208.6 applies when DHS wants to disclose asylum application information outside
the adjudication Ñ it has no application to an observer watching a public
proceeding.  An observer is not receiving a 'disclosure' within the meaning of the
regulation.  The hearing itself is the adjudication, which ¤ 1208.6(c) expressly
carves out.

As for next steps:  I would not put this on respondents' attorneys to litigate.  They
are there to protect their clients, and asking them to make objections on observer
access risks antagonizing the judge at their client's expense.  That is not a fair
position to put them in on a detained docket.
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The more useful course is to keep doing exactly what you are doing.  Document
every instance Ñ which OPLA attorney made the objection, what regulation or
basis they cited, how the judge responded, and whether the objection appears to be
coordinated across the docket.  That evidentiary record is the foundation of the
access litigation.  The pattern you are documenting is the case.

For future situations where OPLA counsel cites ¤ 1208.6, I would say the following:
 'With respect, ¤ 1208.6(c) expressly excepts the adjudication of the asylum
application from the confidentiality requirement.  This hearing is that adjudication.
 The regulation does not support excluding an observer.'

If the judge or government counsel pushes further, the observer can add:  'If the
government seeks to close this hearing, the appropriate mechanism is a motion for
a protective order under 8 C.F.R. ¤ 1003.46.  A bare objection citing ¤ 1208.6 does
not satisfy that standard, and the presumption of openness under ¤ 1003.27 exists
to protect the respondent Ñ not to provide the government a tool to exclude
observers.'

I would welcome the opportunity to work more closely with Stinson on this.  Happy
to connect whenever that makes sense.

Hope that makes sense.  Let me know if you have any more questions.

Respectfully,

Ryan

Ryan Wood

Principal Founding Partner

!

612-224-2888

!!

!Saint Paul | Washington DC | San Francisco

From: Amy Lange, Immigration Court Observation, Project Manager
<courtobserver@umn.edu>
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at 4:51!PM
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Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 at 4:51!PM
To: Ryan Wood <ryan@emeriti.law>
Subject: Another question for the esteemed former ACIJ

Me again,

I see Nick Scibelli has us both on speed dial.

As you saw in today's article, and as noted in my pro bono reports we are being shut out of the Webex
hearings for the Somali rocket docket.

Judge Brisack in TX is the only one to ever let us in. But he closes the hearing if any party has an
objection (and someone always does). Today it has become clear that OPLA is doing the objecting.

Here is the quote from the observer today

Judge Brisack explained that he has a policy that if either side objects to the presence of an observer,
he will not allow the hearing to be observed. For this hearing, since there was an objection by the
government attorney I would have to leave.

Robin Carr, the R's attorney, was sitting with a woman in a hijab who appeared to be Somali. There was
another woman in a separate room who wore a hijab and appeared to be Somali. I'm not sure which
one was R and if the second woman was a translator, a supporter/family member, or what. !

After the judge said that I could not stay Ms. Carr said, "I want the observer to know that we would
prefer to have a human rights observer present because of the way people of this nationality are being
treated. It is !the government attorney who objected.Ó !

The!government attorney (male, did not see his name) said, " Ok, if this is the way you want things to
go." He then cited regulation 1208.6 that speciÞcally requires that waivers of conÞdentiality be
submitted in writing. !

Do you have any reaction to the comment by the DHS attorney. Do you know what regulation 1208.6 !is.
!Is this new, made up, utter BS? !We watched scores of individual hearings on webex in the years since
the pandemic and no one ever asked for a written waiver of confidentiality? !

Amy

Amy Lange
Program Manager
Immigration Court Observation !Project
The Advocates for Human!Rights
courtobserver@umn.edu
alange@advrights.org
612-281-4308
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Content of AILA practice Alert May 14, 2026 
 
Practice Alert: EOIR Targeting Pro Se Respondents for “Mega Master Calendar Hearings” 
As a heads up, on the 21st of this month the IJs are likely going to receive new orders to 
cram 60-100 people into masters, and some folks are already starting to see docket shifts.  
Acacia and other human rights groups and advocacy committees will be putting out socials 
and videos soon: "AILA members have reported that some immigration courts are 
scheduling more than 100 master calendar hearings at a time, primarily targeting pro se 
respondents. Court staff is verifying those present and providing a copy of form EOIR-33, 
Change of Address, while those not present are being issued in absentia orders of removal. 
If you have any additional information about your local court, please inform the EOIR 
Liaison Committee using the Report a Trend Form." 
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Declaration of Anne Klueh 
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Declaration of Leslie MacKenzie 
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EXHIBIT 23 

Declaration of Marily Knieriemen 
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EXHIBIT 24

Declaration of Mary Williams
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Declaration of Zoe Lytle 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA   ) 

         Declaration of  

CITY OF MINNEAPOLIS  )    ZOË LYTLE 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN  )      

 

I, ZOË LYTLE, swear under penalty of perjury the following to be true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge.   

1. My name is Zoë Lytle.  I reside at 3715 45th Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55406. I write this 
declaration based on my personal knowledge.   

2. I have been a volunteer court observer with The Advocates for Human Rights since 
approximately December 2025. I was concerned about the increasingly violent and 
dehumanizing rhetoric coming from the media and various government officials regarding 
immigrants and their attempts to simply live and work in this country. It felt like this court 
observation work would allow me to help advocate for the just treatment of immigrants 
and their families, and as well as get a better understanding of what felt like a very 
mysterious and intimidating legal process. I was trained by the Program Manager of the 
Immigration Court Observation Project, Amy Lange.  

3. I have attended approximately 11 observation shifts so far this year. My shifts generally 
range from 2-3 hours. I have observed hearings in person at the Fort Snelling Court on 11 
days since starting as a volunteer.  

4. At the Fort Snelling Court I have observed non-detained master calendar hearings and 
detained master calendar hearings. I have also done lobby shifts where I hand write docket 
information to help the project track schedules and know when to schedule observers. On 
court shifts, I may observe anywhere from 3-13 hearings on a shift. These hearings are for a 
combination of adults and families. 

5. On April 30, 2026, I was observing detained master calendar hearings with Judge Ivany at 
the Fort Snelling Court. I observed 2 hearings and then was asked to step out for the third to 
give the respondent some privacy with their lawyer. The respondent had several mental 
health concerns that warranted a court-appointed lawyer, and had been ignoring calls from 
that lawyer. The lawyer, with the help of Judge Ivany, had arranged this hearing in order to 
speak to the respondent, and as a result everyone – including Judge Ivany, the DHS lawyer, 
the court clerk, and myself, but excluding a court interpreter – left the room for around 30 
minutes.  

6. I left the courtroom to go to the lobby until the next hearing began. I saw a sign posted on 
Judge Mazzie’s courtroom door that said: “Court is in session. The respondent has 
requested a closed hearing. Please do not enter.” 

7. I noticed the sign was posted even though I had seen several non-detained respondents and 
observers be led in. I knew that there were at least 2 observers inside the courtroom, and 
while I was sitting there several non-detained respondents opened the door and left, 
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marking the ends of their hearings. I thought the Judge must put that sign on the door 
whenever court is in session, regardless of whether the Respondent actually requested a 
closed hearing. 

8. I believe this is a tactic to deny observer access to hearings. The sign serves to block people 
from entering and there is no opportunity to hear from the judge why the hearing is being 
closed. The sign erodes trust in the court system because it says the respondent requested 
a closed hearing, but myself and other observers have seen the sign used when the 
respondent did not request a closed hearing. 

9. On May 11, 2026, I was observing in the lobby of the immigration court, hand writing the 
dockets for the day and helping court observers get organized. I observed as court got 
started for the day, and noted that Judge Mazzie started with a statement, announced via 
the security officer in the lobby, that “only respondents and lawyers” were allowed in the 
courtroom at the 8am start time of her non-detained docket. This excluded an observer 
who told the security guard that one of the lawyers had requested her presence. 

10. At 8:40am, Judge Mazzie came out to the lobby to say others could enter the courtroom, 
and two observers entered the room. No reason was given for starting the docket without 
observers.   

11. As part of my involvement in The Advocates’ Court Observation Project, I often attend 
volunteer engagement events.  Observers have frequently discussed similar experiences 
regarding closure signs and have also seen the sign on the door even when observers are 
allowed in.  

I swear or affirm that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

 

      
_____________________________         _____________________________ 

Signature         Date  
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Declaration of Katrina Bleckley 
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DECLARATION OF KIMBERLY BOCHE 

I, Kimberly Boche, declare the following is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge 

and recollection. 

1. I am an attorney with The Advocates for Human Rights and have represented 

individuals in immigration court proceedings since 2021. I submit this declaration 

in support of Advocates for Human Rights v. Bondi et al., regarding public access 

to immigration court proceedings. 

2. On October 14, 2026, I represented a respondent, P.R.R., a citizen of Guatemala, in 

removal proceedings in Immigration Court. The merits hearing in this matter was 

scheduled for 1:30 p.m. in Courtroom 5. 

3. Prior to the hearing, representatives from a court observation project sought to 

observe the proceeding. My client affirmatively consented to the presence of 

observers, and I explicitly informed the court that observers and members of the 

public were permitted to attend. 

4. In a later email an observer told me that at approximately 1:25 p.m., they asked 

court staff whether Courtroom 5 at Fort Snelling Immigration Court was open for 

the merits hearing. The observer informed me that court staff told them it was “not 

yet” open and that they did not think it would be. A security guard subsequently 

unlocked the courtroom door for DHS personnel only, while observers were 

prevented from entering. 
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5. When the hearing proceeded, observers were excluded from the courtroom. Neither 

DHS nor I made a motion to close the hearing, and I don’t remember DHS raising 

any concerns related to privacy, national security, or law enforcement sensitivity. 

6. The Immigration Judge did not issue an oral or written ruling explaining the basis 

for closing the courtroom or excluding the public. No specific justification for 

closure was stated on the record. 

7. Based on my knowledge of the case and what was discussed at the hearing, none of 

the regulatory bases for courtroom closure applied. The case involved standard 

removal proceedings and did not present unusual privacy, safety, or security 

concerns beyond those ordinarily present in immigration court. 

8. My client did not express any privacy or safety concerns that would warrant closure 

of the hearing and remained willing to proceed with observers present. I have 

omitted personally identifying information for detainee safety and privacy. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

  

  

Dated: April 20, 2026 

Respectfully Submitted, 

/s/ Kimberly Boche 

KIMBERLY BOCHE                             

The Advocates for Human Rights 
330 Second Ave. S, Suite 800 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-746-4673 
kboche@advrights.org 
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EXHIBIT 30 

Declaration of Maggie Berry 
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�6�7�$�7�(���2�)���0�,�1�1�(�6�2�7�$���� ����

���� �'�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I����

�&�,�7�<���2�)���2�$�.�'�$�/�(�� ���� �0�D�J�J�L�H���%�H�U�U�\��

�,�����0�D�J�J�L�H���%�H�U�U�\���V�Z�H�D�U���X�Q�G�H�U���S�H�Q�D�O�W�\���R�I���S�H�U�M�X�U�\���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H���W�U�X�H���D�Q�G���F�R�U�U�H�F�W���W�R���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���R�I���P�\��
�N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��������

���� �0�\���Q�D�P�H���L�V���0�D�J�J�L�H���%�H�U�U�\�������,���U�H�V�L�G�H���D�W�����������������W�K���6�W���&�L�U���1�����2�D�N�G�D�O�H���0�1���������������������,���Z�U�L�W�H���W�K�L�V��
�G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���P�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H��������

���� �,���D�P���D���I�D�L�U�O�\���U�H�F�H�Q�W���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�U�W���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���Z�L�W�K���7�K�H���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V�����,��
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G���L�Q���D���W�K�U�H�H���S�D�U�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����,���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G���W�K�H���I�L�Q�D�O���S�D�U�W���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\���������������������7�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�D�V��
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���D�Q���R�Q�V�L�W�H���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���P�H�Q�W�R�U�H�G���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���)�R�U�W���6�Q�H�O�O�L�Q�J���&�R�X�U�W���Z�K�L�F�K���,���G�L�G���R�Q��
�)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�����������������������7�K�H�������S�D�U�W���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���,�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���&�R�X�U�W���2�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q��
�3�U�R�J�U�D�P���0�D�Q�D�J�H�U�����$�P�\���/�D�Q�J�H�����7�K�H���R�Q���V�L�W�H���0�H�Q�W�R�U�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���G�R�Q�H���E�\���-�H�I�I���2�������D�Q���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U��
�Z�K�R���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���W�U�D�L�Q�H�G���D�V���D���P�H�Q�W�R�U����

���� �,���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D���&�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���/�H�J�D�O���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���7�X�E�P�D�Q���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�����,�Q���W�K�D�W���U�R�O�H���,��
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R���K�D�Y�H���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�H�V�����,���D�W�W�H�Q�G���F�R�X�U�W��
�K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����0�1���Z�H�H�N�O�\�����H�L�W�K�H�U���D�V���D�Q���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���R�U���D�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�������W�K�H�V�H���F�R�X�U�W��
�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V���F�D�Q���E�H���H�L�W�K�H�U���L�Q���S�H�U�V�R�Q���R�U���=�R�R�P���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V�����,�Q���W�K�H���I�D�O�O���R�I���������������D�V���,���E�H�J�D�Q���W�R���K�H�D�U���P�R�U�H���D�E�R�X�W��
�W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�U�W���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H�����,���Z�D�V���V�X�U�S�U�L�V�H�G���D�W���K�R�Z��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�O�\���L�W���V�H�H�P�H�G���W�K�D�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�u�V���U�L�J�K�W�V���Z�H�U�H���U�H�V�S�H�F�W�H�G�����R�U���Q�R�W�����L�Q���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�U�W�V�����F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G��
�W�R���W�K�H���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���F�L�Y�L�O���F�R�X�U�W���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V���,���Z�D�V���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�L�W�K�����$�V���,���V�R�X�J�K�W���P�R�U�H���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�V�H��
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H�u�V���O�L�Y�H�V�����,���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���R�I���7�K�H���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�L�U���F�R�X�U�W���R�E�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�R�M�H�F�W����

���� �7�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���E�\���7�K�H���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V���I�R�U���+�X�P�D�Q���5�L�J�K�W�V���J�D�Y�H���D�Q���R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�U�W���D�Q�G���D�Q��
�R�Y�H�U�Y�L�H�Z���R�I���F�R�X�U�W���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J�V�����:�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G���M�X�G�J�H���D�G�Y�L�V�D�O�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�L�J�K�W���W�R���D�Q��
�D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\�����Z�H���O�H�D�U�Q�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���S�O�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���U�H�O�L�H�I�������7�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���R�Q��
�V�L�W�H���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�H�G���W�K�H���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���S�U�L�R�U�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W���R�Y�H�U���W�K�H���Y�D�U�L�R�X�V���I�R�U�P�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���D�U�H��
�V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R���I�L�O�O���R�X�W���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���W�\�S�H���R�I���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���Z�H���D�U�H���R�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���L�V���D���K�X�P�D�Q���U�L�J�K�W�V��
�S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���,���Z�D�V���W�D�X�J�K�W���W�R���I�R�F�X�V���R�Q���E�D�U�U�L�H�U�V���S�H�R�S�O�H���I�D�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���K�X�P�D�Q���W�R�O�O���R�I���R�X�U���L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q��
�V�\�V�W�H�P�������7�K�H���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�V���D�O�O���P�D�G�H���F�O�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���P�\���U�R�O�H���D�V���D�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���L�V���W�R���V�L�O�H�Q�W�O�\���Z�D�W�F�K�����O�L�V�W�H�Q�����D�Q�G���Z�U�L�W�H��
�Z�K�D�W���,���K�H�D�U�������,���G�R���Q�R�W���L�Q�W�H�U�Y�H�Q�H���L�Q���D�Q�\���Z�D�\���L�Q�V�L�G�H���R�U���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P�����'�X�H���W�R���P�\���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K��
�7�X�E�P�D�Q�����,���Z�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���I�D�P�L�O�L�D�U���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���v�D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�w���Y�H�U�V�X�V���v�R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�w�����,�Q��
�L�P�P�L�J�U�D�W�L�R�Q���F�R�X�U�W�����E�H�L�Q�J���D���V�L�O�H�Q�W���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�U���V�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V���W�D�N�H�V���J�U�H�D�W���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�L�Q�H�����E�H�F�D�X�V�H���D���O�R�W���R�I���Z�K�D�W��
�Z�H���K�H�D�U���L�V���S�D�L�Q�I�X�O���D�Q�G���P�R�U�D�O�O�\���R�I�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�������L�W�u�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H���I�H�O�O�R�Z���K�X�P�D�Q�V���E�H�L�Q�J���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���E�D�G�O�\����

���� �)�R�U���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���V�W�D�I�I�����K�R�V�W���Z�H�H�N�O�\���=�R�R�P���R�I�I�L�F�H���K�R�X�U�V���D�Q�G���D���P�R�Q�W�K�O�\��
�G�H�E�U�L�H�I�����,���D�W�W�H�Q�G���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���D�Q�G���O�H�D�U�Q���D�E�R�X�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H���E�H�L�Q�J���V�H�H�Q���D�W���F�R�X�U�W���y���Q�H�Z���O�H�J�D�O��
�U�X�O�L�Q�J�V�����Q�H�Z���H�[�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���R�U�G�H�U�V�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���S�U�R�F�H�G�X�U�H�V���L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�������7�K�H�V�H���F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H����
�D�O�V�R���D�Q���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���W�D�O�N���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�R�O�O���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���D�Q���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V�L�Q�J���V�R���P�X�F�K��
�I�H�D�U�����V�D�G�Q�H�V�V���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�I�X�V�L�R�Q�����6�L�Q�F�H���,�u�Y�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G�����S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���Z�L�W�K���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���F�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P�V���D�Q�G���E�H�L�Q�J��
�F�O�R�V�H�G���R�X�W���R�I���:�H�E�H�[���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���D���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W���L�V�V�X�H���U�D�L�V�H�G���E�\���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V������
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���� �7�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���X�V�H�V���D���V�H�O�I���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�L�Q�J���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���F�D�O�O�H�G���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���/�R�F�D�O�������,���V�L�J�Q���X�S���I�R�U���D�V���P�D�Q�\���R�U���D�V���I�H�Z��
�V�K�L�I�W�V���D�V���,���Z�D�Q�W�������,�W�u�V���Q�R�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���H�D�V�\���W�R���I�L�Q�G���R�S�H�Q���V�K�L�I�W�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���V�R���P�D�Q�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�����,�u�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D�Y�H�U�D�J�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W�������V�K�L�I�W���S�H�U���Z�H�H�N����

���� �,���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G���������V�K�L�I�W�V���V�R���I�D�U�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���P�\���R�Q�V�L�W�H���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�����)�L�Y�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���Z�H�U�H���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���F�D�O�O�V��
�O�R�E�E�\���V�K�L�I�W�����Z�K�H�U�H���,���D�P���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���F�R�S�\�L�Q�J���G�R�F�N�H�W�V���D�Q�G���O�H�W�W�L�Q�J���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���V�W�D�I�I���N�Q�R�Z���Z�K�L�F�K���M�X�G�J�H�V��
�D�U�H���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�G�����Z�K�D�W���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���W�\�S�H�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���P�D�Q�\���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V���D�U�H���S�R�V�W�H�G�������,���G�R�Q�u�W���W�U�\���W�R���H�Q�W�H�U���D�Q�\��
�F�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P�V���Z�K�H�Q���,���G�R���W�K�H���O�R�E�E�\���V�K�L�I�W�����,���K�D�Y�H���K�D�G�������V�K�L�I�W�V���V�L�Q�F�H���P�\���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���W�R���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H��
�Q�R�Q���G�H�W�D�L�Q�H�G���P�D�V�W�H�U���F�D�O�H�Q�G�D�U���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J�V����

���� �:�K�H�Q���,���J�R���W�R���F�R�X�U�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���R�I�W�H�Q�����������R�W�K�H�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���R�X�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���W�L�P�H����
�R�E�V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���R�U���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���F�R�X�U�W�U�R�R�P�V�������,���K�D�Y�H���Q�H�Y�H�U���V�H�H�Q���D�Q�\�����G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Y�H���R�U���L�Q�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H��
�E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���I�U�R�P���D�Q�\�����R�I���7�K�H���$�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H�V�u���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�U�V����
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STATE OF ___Florida________________________  ))   Affidavit of  
CITY OF _____Clermont_______________________ )     Morgan Jenkins 
 
I, Morgan Jenkins, swear under penalty of perjury the following to be true and correct to the best 
of my knowledge.   
 
1. My name is Morgan Jenkins.  I reside at 16709 Kamalin Ct, Clermont, FL, 34715.  I write this 

declaration based on my personal knowledge.   
2. I have been a volunteer court observer with the American Bar Association Commission on 

Immigration Court Observation Project and the Jesuit Refugee Service USA Migrant Court 
Observation Project since January 2026 and with the Acacia Center for Justice Witness for 
Justice program since May 2026.  I have been trained by the America Bar Association 
Commission on Immigration’s Immigration Court Observation and Awareness Project to 
observe hearings using best practices.  I am not a member of the press. During court 
observations, both in person and by Webex, I follow EOIR’s conditions and guidelines, 
identifying myself by name when asked, following all bailiffs’ and judges’ instructions, and 
refraining from all recording other than by personal written notes to myself. I never 
intervene, I do not have my phone on, I take quiet notes, I do not speak to the respondents.  
I take neutral notes and write down observations according to our training and the items 
requested on the ABA reporting form, such as respondent country, whether they have a 
lawyer, if they are given an interpreter in their best language and/or appear to understand 
the hearing, if the judge advises them of their right to counsel, if they are minors, if they 
appear to have medical or mental health issues, the basics of their claim, and any decisions 
such as bond amounts, orders for removal or grant of status, further hearings, and the judge 
and DHS attorney demeanor.   

3. I have successfully observed approximately 95 immigration court hearings between January 
and May of 2026.  This involves master calendar and individual hearings, as well as bond 
hearings.  I have observed both detained and non-detained hearings, and those of adults 
and juveniles. These hearings were viewed by Webex at multiple sites, and in-person at the 
Orlando, FL immigration court facility.   

4. During late April and during May, I observed about 12 cases in one detained docket 
successfully, and about 15 non-detained cases, all via Webex and without difficulty, But I 
was blocked from observing other hearings over Webex during that same period on multiple 
other occasions, all without explanation from the court.  The instances are described below.   

5. On 4/20/2026 I attempted to observe hearings for detained respondents at the Immigration 
Court in Miami-Krome, Florida.  A full docket of master calendar hearings was scheduled 
before IJ Maithe Gonzalez. The hearings were scheduled to begin at 0830.  I logged on 
through Webex at approximately 0830 and was placed in the IJ’s Webex waiting room and 
from there notified the IJ of my presence through Webex, using the Webex identity 
“Observer – Morgan Jenkins”.   I waited until 0900, but was never admitted to the Webcast, 
and no communication was made to me. Unable to further communicate with either bailiff or 
IJ, I left the waiting room at 0900. 

6. On 5/5/2026 I attempted to observe hearings for detained respondents at the Immigration 
Court in Miami-Krome, Florida.  A full docket of master calendar hearings was scheduled 
before IJs Maithe Gonzalez, Jorge Pereira and Stuart Siegel. The hearings were scheduled 
to begin at 0830.  I logged on through Webex at approximately 0830 and was placed in the 
IJ Christina Martyak’s Webex waiting room and from there notified the IJ of my presence 
through Webex, using the Webex identity “Observer – Morgan Jenkins”.   I waited until 
0920, but was never admitted to the Webcast, and no communication was made to me. 
Switching over to the waiting room of IJ’s Pereira and Siegel, I attempted to enter those 
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master calendar dockets and was again not allowed to enter, with no communication to me.  
I logged off at 1000. Because these were master calendar hearings I was effectively barred 
from attending multiple hearings that day. 

7. On 5/6/2026 I attempted to observe a full docket of detained master calendar hearings at 
Miami-Krome Immigration Court with IJ Christina Martyak.  I observed through Webex, 
joining the proceedings 10 minutes before the docket start time, using my Webex identity as 
“Observer- Morgan Jenkins”.  I was admitted at once to the broadcast, viewing a bond 
hearing in progress.  At the conclusion of that hearing the IJ asked me to identify myself.  I 
said I was a private citizen observer only.  She asked who I represented, I replied I 
represented no one, was in attendance only as a public observer, but that I made report to 
the ABA committee on immigration.  She asked if I was with the press or media and I replied 
no.  After a pause the IJ said to me she had “confirmed with administration” that observers 
could not observe by Webex but only in person, and that she needed to remove me.  I said 
thank you and was disconnected.  The IJ’s comment to me confused me, first, because 
another IJ at the same facility had previously allowed me to observe bond and master 
calendar hearings by Webex on 4/27/2026, and second because the sequence of questions 
seemed to seek for a valid pretext to remove me, before settling on the answer to her first 
question as the basis for being prevented from observing. 

8. On 5/11/2026 I attempted to observe hearings for Louisiana detained respondents at the 
Immigration Court of IJ Miguel Cordero-Gonzalez at Houston Gessner, Texas.  According to 
the published docket, respondents were detained at the LaSalle detention facility and 
Adams County Correctional Center.  The hearings were scheduled to begin at 0830.  I 
logged on through Webex at 0820 and was placed in the IJ’s Webex waiting room and from 
there notified the IJ of my presence through Webex, using the Webex identity “Observer – 
Morgan Jenkins”.  I noted 3 other persons waiting in the Webex waiting room.  I waited until 
0950, but was never admitted to the Webcast, in spite of an otherwise emptied waiting 
room, and no communication was made to me. Unable to further communicate with either 
bailiff or IJ, I left the waiting room at 0950. 

9. On 5/12/2026 I attempted to observe hearings for Louisiana detained respondents at the 
Immigration Court of IJ Kandra Robbins at the LaSalle detention facility.  According to the 
published docket, there were 15 respondents at the LaSalle detention facility. The hearings 
were scheduled to begin at 0830.  I logged on through Webex at 0820 and was placed in the 
IJ’s Webex waiting room and from there notified the IJ of my presence through Webex, 
using the Webex identity “Observer – Morgan Jenkins”.  I waited until 0950, but was never 
admitted to the Webcast, in spite of an otherwise emptied waiting room, and no 
communication was made to me. Unable to further communicate with either bailiff or IJ, I left 
the waiting room at 0952. Because I was blocked from attending without explanation I do not 
know whether there would even have been an in person option for other observers to 
attend. It would plainly be impractical for observers to attend a hearing in person held at 
detention centers, as was the case with a number of these hearings. 

10. I have spoken to my project manager and other observers, and I understand that these 
experiences of being barred from attending without explanation are common among court 
observers in our area as well as in other locations.   

 
I swear or affirm that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 

 

Case 1:26-cv-00865-RC     Document 23-1     Filed 06/09/26     Page 81 of 437



 

 

_____________________________         __________6/1/2026___________ 
Signature         Date  
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EXHIBIT 32 

Declaration of Former Immigration Judge Carmen Maria 
Rey Caldas 
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title5/part3/subpartD/chapter55/subchapter9&edition=prelim
https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/pay-administration/fact-sheets/severance-pay/
https://www.nytimes.com/by/william-k-rashbaum
https://www.nytimes.com/by/jonah-e-bromwich
https://www.nytimes.com/by/benjamin-weiser
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/09/15/nyregion/maurene-comey-fired-lawsuit-trump.html


https://www.justice.gov/eoir/find-immigration-court-and-access-internet-based-hearings








 

CORE/3515279.0007/244176811.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 33 

Declaration of Bonnie Byland 
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Declaration of Nancy Grush 
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EXHIBIT 37 

[placeholder] 
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EXHIBIT 38 

Declaration of Former Immigration Judge Ryan Wood 
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