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	Expert’s Corner:

Summary of United Nations "Good Practices in Legislation on Violence against Women
"
	Council of Europe Secretary General Urges Members to Take Additional Actions to Support Victims of Domestic Violence
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  Afghanistan
	U.S. Report Released: "When Men Murder Women: An Analysis of 2006 Homicide Data"

	New StopVAW page: Honor Killings

	UN Secretary-General, in Message for International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women, Says Behavior That Excuses Such Violence Must Be Combated
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  Armenia
	United Kingdom Report Says Domestic Violence Accounts for 16% of Reported Violent Incidents

	New StopVAW pages:  For the country of Morocco:  Research and Reports, National Plan, Treaties, Women’s NGOs, Reporting Schedule and Legislative Trends



	
	 [image: image4.png]


  Australia
	New Edition of Resource Guide to CEDAW Optional Protocol


	Updated StopVAW page: Litigating International Human Rights Violations in Domestic Courts Using Universal Jurisdiction
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  Bulgaria
	No Pride in Silence: Amnesty Releases Report on Domestic Violence in Armenia

	Updated StopVAW pages:  For the country of Romania:  National Plan and Reporting Schedule
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  China
	Nordic and Baltic Countries Team up to Combat Sex Trafficking

	Updated StopVAW pages:  For the country of Russian Federation:  Treaties, Research and Reports and Reporting Schedule 
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  Democratic Republic of the Congo
	United Nations Releases "Good Practices in Legislation on Violence against Women"

	Updated StopVAW pages:  For the country of Tajikistan:  Research and Reports and Reporting Schedule

	
	[image: image8.png]


  Egypt
	Violence against Women and Girls: Monitoring and Evaluation Indicators

	Updated StopVAW pages:  United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child and its subsections Reporting Mechanisms and Additional Resources

	
	

  Kenya 
	Shadow Report Issued: The Implementation of CEDAW in Kyrgyzstan

	Updated StopVAW pages:  United Nations Committee Against Torture and its subsections Complaint Mechanisms, Reporting Mechanisms and Additional Resources

	
	

  Kosovo
	U.S. Study Addresses Dating Violence by Young Men

	Updated StopVAW pages:  Reporting Schedule pages for the following countries:  Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan
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  Kyrgyzstan
	Report on Domestic Violence in Tajikistan Launched
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  The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
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  Slovakia
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  Somalia
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  Sweden
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  United Kingdom
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  United States
	


National VAW Monitors who contributed to this month’s newsletter include:  Armenia, Bulgaria and Slovakia. 

	STOPVAW Website News

	Expert’s Corner
Summary of United Nations "Good Practices in Legislation on Violence against Women" (More information)

	New StopVAW page:
As of November 2008, a new page on Honor Killings has been added.  (More information)

	New StopVAW pages:
As of November 2008, for the country of Morocco, pages on Research and Reports, National Plan, Treaties, Women’s NGOs, Reporting Schedules and Legislative Trends have been added.  (More information)

	Updated StopVAW page:
As of 14 November 2008, the page on Litigating International Human Rights Violations in Domestic Courts Using Universal Jurisdiction has been updated. (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of November 2008, for the country of Romania, the pages on National Plan and Reporting Schedule have been updated. (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of 25 November 2008, for the country of Russian Federation, the pages on Treaties, Research and Reports and Reporting Schedule have been updated.  (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of November 2008, for the country of Tajikistan, the pages on Research and Reports and Reporting Schedule have been updated. (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of November 2008, the pages on the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child and its subsections, Reporting Mechanisms and Additional Resources, have been updated.  (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of November 2008, the pages on the United Nations Committee Against Torture and its subsections, Complaint Mechanisms, Reporting Mechanisms and Additional Resources, have been updated.  (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of November 2008, Reporting Schedule pages for the following countries:  Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Hungary, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Moldova, Mongolia, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, Ukraine and Uzbekistan have been updated. (More information)
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	International and Regional News

	Council of Europe Secretary General Urges Members to Take Additional Actions to Support Victims of Domestic Violence
Council of Europe (COE) Secretary General Terry Davis chose 24 November, the day before the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, to tell member nations they must do more to support women who are victims of violence. (More information)

	UN Secretary-General, in Message for International Day for Elimination of Violence against Women, Says Behavior That Excuses Such Violence Must Be Combated
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s message for the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, observed on 25 November: 

Across the world, in countries rich and poor, women are being beaten, trafficked, raped and killed.  These human rights violations do more than harm individuals; they undermine the development, peace and security of entire societies. (More information)
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	National News
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  Afghanistan
· Afghan Schoolgirls Blinded In Acid Attack (More information)
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  Armenia
· Armenia Makes New Strides in Anti-Trafficking Plans (More information)

· The Head of the OSCE Office in Yerevan Emphasized the Necessity of Gender Equality in Armenia (More information)
· United Nations Day (More information)
· 16 Individuals Suspected of Human Trafficking Are Sought by Police (More information)
· The Uncle (More information)
· With Distorted Rationality (More information)
· Killed and Has Run Away to…Mental Clinic (More information)

· Trafficking Victims Will be Taught to Bake and Cut Hair (More information)

· Victims of Trafficking (More information)
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  Australia
· Victoria, Australia Establishes Domestic Homicide Review (More information)
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  Bulgaria
· Women Lawyers against Nudity in Advertisements (More information)

· Cases of  Domestic Violence Increase (More information)
· The Police in Russe Host a Meeting against Domestic Violence (More information)

· Southeastern Europe Regional Workshop:  Community Response to VAW:  Key Challenges and Good Practices  (More information)
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  China
· First Orders for Protection Issued in China (More information)
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  Democratic Republic of the Congo
· Rape Rampant in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (More information)
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  Egypt
· Landmark Sexual Harassment Conviction in Egypt (More information)

	

  Kenya
· Kenya: Waki Commission Report Addresses Post-Election Violence against Women (More information)

	


  Kosovo
· OSCE-Kosovo Begins Two-Week Campaign against Human Trafficking (More information)
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  Kyrgyzstan
· Kyrgyzstan: Violence against Lesbians, Bisexual Women and Transgender Men (More information)
· Committee on Elimination of Discrimination against Women Considers Report of Kyrgyzstan (More information)
· Shadow Report Issued:  The Implementation of CEDAW in Kyrgyzstan (More information)
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  The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
· OSCE Mission to Skopje Supports Training for Police Officers on Domestic Violence (More information)
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  Slovakia
· Combating Violence against Women Together (More information)
· Conference on Gender Equality to Be Held in November (More information)
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  Somalia
· 13-Year Old Somali Girl Stoned to Death (More information)
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  Sweden
· Sweden Initiates Action Plan against Prostitution and Human Trafficking for Sexual Purposes (More information)
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  United Kingdom
· UK Home Office Recommends Criminalizing Men Who Pay for Sex with Trafficked Women (More information)
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  United States
· Domestic Violence and the United States Army (More information)
· United States Supreme Court Hears Case on Gun Rights for Domestic Violence Abusers (More information)

· U.S. Tribal Agencies Gather to Discuss Domestic Abuse in Indian Country (More information)

· Significant Rate of Sexual Trauma among U.S. Women Veterans (More information)

· County in State of Washington to pay $1M in Lawsuit over Domestic Violence Slaying (More information)
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	New Research and Reports

	U.S. Report Released: "When Men Murder Women: An Analysis of 2006 Homicide Data"
The Violence Policy Center, based in Washington, D.C., released a report in September entitled When Men Murder Women: An Analysis of 2006 Homicide Data.  The report found that female victims of intimate partner violence are 54% more likely to be killed by guns than by all other means combined. (More information)

	United Kingdom Report Says Domestic Violence Accounts for 16% of Reported Violent Incidents
A report released by the United Kingdom’s Home Office in October found that 16 percent of reported violent incidents constitute acts of domestic violence. (More information)

	New Edition of Resource Guide to CEDAW Optional Protocol

The International Women's Rights Action Watch - Asia Pacific (IWRAW-AP) just released the second edition of the Resource Guide to the United Nations’ Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women’s (CEDAW) Optional Protocol. (More information)

	No Pride in Silence: Amnesty Releases Report on Domestic Violence in Armenia
Expressing concern that victims of family violence are denied justice because of a culture of silence, Amnesty International has released a new report on domestic violence in Armenia entitled No Pride in Silence: Countering Family Violence in Armenia.

 (More information)

	Nordic and Baltic Countries Team up to Combat Sex Trafficking
The Nordic Baltic Pilot Project and Network, coordinated by the European Women’s Lobby (EWL), recently issued a report that laid out plans for preventing trafficking of women and girls. (More information)

	United Nations Releases "Good Practices in Legislation on Violence against Women"
A report of the expert group meeting organized by the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has been released.  (More information)

	Violence against Women and Girls: Monitoring and Evaluation Indicators
A report published in October 2008, in cooperation with the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), provides a comprehensive list of indicators for evaluating and monitoring VAW/G.  The report combines quantitative and qualitative measures of assessment.  (More information)

	Shadow Report Issued: The Implementation of CEDAW in Kyrgyzstan
A 2008 report issued by the Forum of Women’s NGOs of Kyrgyzstan provides information on Kyrgyzstan’s implementation of CEDAW recommendations. (More information)

	U.S. Study Addresses Dating Violence by Young Men
A new study in the American Journal of Men’s Health interviewed 19 young men who have abused their female intimate girlfriends or partners. (More information)

	Report on Domestic Violence in Tajikistan Launched
On October 24, 2008, The Advocates for Human Rights launched the report Domestic Violence in Tajikistan, written in 2006 and updated in 2008. (More information)
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	Subscribe to The VAW Monitor

	The VAW Monitor is a free, monthly newsletter sent out on the first of each month. Printable versions of The VAW Monitor are also available on the website at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html. 

To subscribe to The VAW Monitor, please fill out the form provided at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html.
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	About STOPVAW

	The Stop Violence Against Women website (STOPVAW) is a forum for information, advocacy and change.  Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights developed this website as a tool for the promotion of women's human rights in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the the former Soviet Union (FSU), Mongolia, and the U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program. This site addresses violence against women as one of the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides women's rights advocates with information and advocacy tools focused on ending the most endemic forms of violence against women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment and trafficking in persons.

Current staff members of The Advocates for Human Rights involved with the development of STOPVAW include Angela Bortel, Mary Ellingen, Mary Ellison, Mary Hunt, Rosalyn Park, Robin Phillips, and Cheryl Thomas. Current interns and volunteers include Sara Wilkinson, Zoe Whaley and Katrina Viegas.
For more information about STOPVAW, please contact the Website Administrator at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org.
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