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	Expert’s Corner:

The Importance of Confidentiality Between Domestic Violence Advocates and Domestic Violence Victims
	UNIFEM Releases Facts & Figures on Violence Against Women
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 Armenia
	New Report: The Multiple Faces of the Intersections between HIV and Violence Against Women

	New StopVAW page:  PowerPoint on Monitoring Domestic Violence Laws

	United Nations Voluntary Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery Calls for Grant Proposals 
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 Japan
	U.S. Department of Justice Reports 3.4 Million Stalking Victims in US in 2005

	Updated StopVAW pages:  Moldova Country Pages
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 Macedonia
	UNICEF Releases Report on Child Trafficking in Eastern Europe

	Updated StopVAW pages:  Russian Federation Country Pages
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 Slovakia
	100-140 Million Girls and Women Worldwide Have Undergone FGM

	Updated StopVAW pages:  Uzbekistan Country Pages
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 Spain
	

	
	
	

 Sudan
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 United States
	


National VAW Monitors who contributed to this month’s newsletter include:  Armenia and Slovakia . 

	STOPVAW Website News

	Expert’s Corner
The Importance of Confidentiality Between Domestic Violence Advocates and Domestic Violence Victims (More information)

	New StopVAW page:
As of January, 2009, a new PowerPoint presentation on Drafting Domestic Violence Laws has been added. (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of January, 2009, for the country of Moldova, the Main Page, Legislative Trends and New Developments, Research and Reports, Women’s NGOs, Treaties, and National Plan pages have been updated.  (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of January, 2009, for the country of Russian Federation, the Main Page, Legislative Trends, and List of Law and Policy Documents pages have been updated. (More information)

	Updated StopVAW pages:
As of January, 2009, for the country of Uzbekistan, the Main Page, Research and Reports, Treaties, and National Plan pages have been updated.  (More information)
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	International and Regional News

	UNIFEM Releases Facts & Figures on Violence Against Women
As part of its “Say NO to Violence against Women” Campaign, the United Nations Development Fund (UNIFEM) released a Facts & Figures article on violence against women. (More information) 

	United Nations Voluntary Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery Calls for Grant Proposals
The United Nations Voluntary Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery is asking non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to submit grant proposals of up to $15,000US to help NGOs attend sessions of the Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery or to provide direct assistance to individuals whose human rights have been violated as a result of slavery.  (More information)
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	National News
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 Armenia
· Armenia Seeks to End Silence over Domestic Abuse (More information)

· Armenia Still on U.S. Trafficking 'Watch List' Despite Government Efforts (More information)

· U.S. Envoy Sees Progress in Armenian Anti-Trafficking Drive (More information)

· Violence Against Women Takes Different Forms (More information)

	· 
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 Japan

· Woman Sues Japanese Police over Rape Reenactment (More information)
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 Macedonia

· Macedonia: OSCE Report on Court Responses to Human Trafficking (More information)
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 Slovakia

· Ministry of Labor, Social Affairs and Family Holds Conference on Gender Equality (More information)

· New Amendment to Police Forces Act (More information)

· Working Group for Prevention and Elimination of Violence against Women Presents a Monitoring Report on the Current Situation in Kosice (More information)
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 Spain
· Traffickers’ Assets to Be Seized in Spain (More information)

	

 Sudan
· Sudanese State Passes New Law on Female Genital Mutilation (More information)
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 United States
· Former U.S. President George Bush Ends Term By Denying Entry to Officials Involved in Human Trafficking (More information)
· U.S. Immigration Service Posts Interim Rule on Permanent Residence Status for Victims of Crimes (More information)
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	New Research and Reports

	New Report: The Multiple Faces of the Intersections between HIV and Violence Against Women
The report compiles various articles that describe the intersection of and links between violence against women and the increasing number of HIV/AIDS transmissions among women. (More information)

	U.S. Department of Justice Reports 3.4 Million Stalking Victims in US in 2005
According to a report released earlier this month, the U.S Department of Justice (DOJ)’s Bureau of Justice Statistics found that 3.4 million people were stalked in the United States during a 12-month survey period between 2005 and 2006. (More information)

	UNICEF Releases Report on Child Trafficking in Eastern Europe
The UNICEF Innocenti Centre (formally known as the International Child Development Centre) based in Florence, Italy, released a report in December 2008 on child trafficking. The report is based on interviews with 31 individuals in Albania, Kosovo, Republic of Moldova and Romania who had been trafficked when under the age of 18.  It details children’s experiences with trafficking and support services. (More information)

	100-140 Million Girls and Women Worldwide Have Undergone FGM
The Population Reference Bureau estimates that between 100 and 140 million girls and women worldwide have undergone female genital mutilation (FGM).  (More information)
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	Subscribe to The VAW Monitor

	The VAW Monitor is a free, monthly newsletter sent out on the first of each month. Printable versions of The VAW Monitor are also available on the website at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html. 

To subscribe to The VAW Monitor, please fill out the form provided at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html.
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	About STOPVAW

	The Stop Violence Against Women website (STOPVAW) is a forum for information, advocacy and change.  Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights developed this website as a tool for the promotion of women's human rights in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the the former Soviet Union (FSU), Mongolia, and the U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program. This site addresses violence against women as one of the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides women's rights advocates with information and advocacy tools focused on ending the most endemic forms of violence against women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment and trafficking in persons.

Current staff members of The Advocates for Human Rights involved with the development of STOPVAW include Mary Ellingen, Mary Ellison, Mary Hunt, Beatriz Menandeau, Rosalyn Park, Robin Phillips, and Cheryl Thomas. Current interns and volunteers include Katrina Viegas, Zoe Whaley and Sara Wilkinson.

For more information about STOPVAW, please contact the Website Administrator at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org. 
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