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	Expert’s Corner: United Nations Publishes "Forced and Early Marriage:  A Focus on Central and Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Union Countries with Selected Laws from Other Countries" 


	UN Commission to Conduct 15-Year Review of Beijing Declaration
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 Afghanistan
	Report Analyzes Domestic Violence Legislation in Ten EU Countries

	
	United Nations: Economic Crisis May Increase Human Trafficking
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 Armenia
	WHO: Briefing on Gender Equality to Prevent Violence

	
	United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women: 15 Years Later
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 Bangladesh
	Europe: New Manual for Support Groups with Survivors of Domestic Violence
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 Bosnia and Herzegovina
	United Nations Releases Russian Translation of "Handbook for legislation on violence against women"
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 Chile
	USAID Releases Toolkit to Combat Violence Against Women in Europe and Eurasia
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 Japan
	Handbook Supports the Development of Peace Policies in Post-Conflict Zones
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 Malawi
	UNODC: New Anti-Human Trafficking Manual
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National VAW Monitors who contributed to this month’s newsletter include: Armenia . 

	STOPVAW Website News

	Expert’s Corner
United Nations Publishes "Forced and Early Marriage:  A Focus on Central and Eastern Europe and Former Soviet Union Countries with Selected Laws from Other Countries" (More information)
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	International and Regional News

	UN Commission to Conduct 15-Year Review of Beijing Declaration

The United Nations Commission on the Status of Women will commemorate the 15-year anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action in March 2010. (More information)

	United Nations: Economic Crisis May Increase Human Trafficking

The global economic crisis may augment the number of human trafficking victims worldwide, according to U.N. special investigator Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, a Nigerian human rights lawyer and professor. (More information)

	United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women: 15 Years Later

A 15-year report has been published to review the work of the Special Rapporteur since the creation of the post and to position it within a global perspective of the causes and consequences of violence against women. (More information)
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	National News
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 Afghanistan
· Afghanistan: Law Must Differentiate Between Adultery and Rape (More information)
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 Armenia
· Armenia Registers Progress in Its Efforts to Combat Human Trafficking (More information)

· The Song Gave Birth to Jealousy and Jealousy to Crime (More information)

· The “Return” of the Ex-Spouse (More information)

· The Sectarian Father (More information)
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 Bangladesh
· Bangladesh: Dowry-Related Violence Persists (More information)
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 Bosnia and Herzegovina
· Amnesty International: No Justice for Women in Bosnia and Herzegovina (More information)
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 Chile
· Chile: National Action Plan to Implement UN Women, Peace and Security Resolution (More information)
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 Japan
· Japan: Increase in Domestic Violence Reports (More information)
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 Malawi
· Malawi: Increase of Minimum Marriage Age to 16 (More information)
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 Mali
· Mali: Redrafting of Controversial Family Law Pending (More information)

	[image: image22.png]


 Pakistan
· Pakistan: Mixed Reaction for Domestic Violence Bill (More information)

	


 Sudan

· Sudan: Amnesty International Reports Sudanese Refugees in Chad Highly Vulnerable to Sexual Violence (More information)
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 United Kingdom
· British Courts Granted Greater Authority to Issue Restraining Orders (More information)
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 United States

· USA: U Visa Process Improved, But Education Still Needed (More information)
· Texas, USA: Strangulation Is a Felony in Amended Family Law (More information)
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	New Research and Reports

	Report Analyzes Domestic Violence Legislation in Ten EU Countries

The University of Ljubljana in Slovenia has published a report entitled ”Violence in the EU Examined” on good practices and general recommendations for domestic violence initiatives in the Czech Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. (More information)

	WHO: Briefing on Gender Equality to Prevent Violence

The World Health Organization has released a briefing on the importance of promoting gender equality as a means of violence prevention. (More information)

	Europe: New Manual for Support Groups with Survivors of Domestic Violence

Women’s rights advocates in Britain, Estonia, Hungary, Italy, and Portugal have produced a new resource to help victims of domestic violence through support groups. (More information)

	United Nations Releases Russian Translation of "Handbook for legislation on violence against women"

A Russian translation of the 2009 “Handbook for legislation on violence against women,” a report of the expert group meeting organized by the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, has now been released. (More information)

	USAID Releases Toolkit to Combat Violence Against Women in Europe and Eurasia

The United States Agency for International Development has released a manual designed to address violence against women, and specifically domestic violence, as a global human rights violation. (More information)

	Handbook Supports the Development of Peace Policies in Post-Conflict Zones

The International Women’s Tribune Center has released a report entitled "Confronting Sexual Violence in Conflict Situations," one of four sections to be published in the organization's upcoming handbook, “Women Claiming Justice: Using International Law in Conflict and Post-Conflict Situations.” (More information)

	UNODC: New Anti-Human Trafficking Manual

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has published the Anti-Human Trafficking Manual for Criminal Justice Practitioners in an effort to combat human trafficking globally. (More information)

	Top



	Subscribe to The VAW Monitor

	The VAW Monitor is a free, monthly newsletter sent out on the first of each month. Printable versions of The VAW Monitor are also available on the website at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html. 

To subscribe to The VAW Monitor, please fill out the form provided at http://www.stopvaw.org/The_VAW_Monitor.html.
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	About STOPVAW

	The Stop Violence Against Women website (STOPVAW) is a forum for information, advocacy and change.  The Advocates for Human Rights developed this website as a tool for the promotion of women's human rights in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and the former Soviet Union (FSU), Mongolia, and the U.N. Protectorate of Kosovo.  STOPVAW was developed with support from and in consultation with the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the Open Society Institute's Network Women's Program. This site addresses violence against women as one of the most pervasive human rights abuses worldwide. STOPVAW provides women's rights advocates with information and advocacy tools focused on ending the most endemic forms of violence against women in the region, including domestic violence, sexual assault, sexual harassment and trafficking in persons.

Current staff members of The Advocates for Human Rights involved with the development of STOPVAW include, Mary Ellingen, Mary Ellison, Mary Hunt, Beatriz Menanteau, Rosalyn Park, Robin Phillips, and Cheryl Thomas. Current interns and volunteers include Katie Devlaminck, Nicole Kligerman, and Christina Quick.

For more information about STOPVAW, please contact the Website Administrator at stopvaw@mnadvocates.org. 


	Top



_1247399878.psd

