APPEAL TO STOP DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN IN LITHUANIA
Date
We, (name of the organization, country) as part of the international community, express our grave concern about the State Family Political Concept law, which defines the family in a very narrow manner, confining it only to families based on a married man and woman. Moreover, the warning signals from the Parliament to prohibit legal abortion in Lithuania make us express our concerns about violation of women’s rights and freedoms. 
The Republic of Lithuania—in ratifying the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child, the E.U. Convention on Human Rights, and E.U. Social Rights Charter—assumed a duty with the international community to protect children and women against discrimination, regardless of their social situation and status and to protect families, regardless of marital status of the family members. 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child establishes that Lithuania must guarantee the same rights for every child, forbid discrimination on any grounds, and use every means necessary to ensure that children will be protected from discrimination or punishment stemming from their parents' or families' status, activities, opinions or beliefs. Moreover, the European Social Charter establishes that the Lithuanian government has the responsibility to provide social protection and other support to families. This duty to defend the family also includes the duty to defend families that are not based on the traditional family structure of a married man and woman. The European Council has explicitly stated that the Charter encompasses a wide concept of family, one which includes single parents and other individuals living together

A democratic state must enact policies that guarantee each citizen's welfare and that respect every citizen's rights to privacy. Government assistance cannot be applied selectively, privileging only one type of family group, as this goes against all democratic principles and reinforces discrimination and social exclusion. Creating a privileged family structure based on a married man and woman would undermine a number of national laws as well international treaties to which Lithuania is party..   
Therefore, we write you today to ask you to vote against this punitive and discriminatory law, as approval of this law by the Parliament would severely infringe upon human rights, freedom and democratic values in Lithuania.

Name, signature
